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ANNUAL  REPORT 
for  the  Year  1944 


Jo  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hinckley  Urban  District 

Council 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  conditions  of  your  area  for  the  year  1944.  The 
restrictions  on  grounds  of  national  security  on  the  publication  of 
population  figures,  etc.,  having  now  been  removed,  I am  giving 
figures  as  in  my  pre-war  reports. 

As  regards  subjects  which  the  Minister  of  Health  would  not 
wish  to  exclude  from  a short  report,  these  practically  come  under 
the  control  of  the  County  Council;  viz.,  the  allowance  scheme  in 
respect  of  Tuberculosis,  the  care  of  premature  infants  and  of 
illegitimate  children.  I do  not  think  there  is  much  venereal  disease, 
and  there  has  been  no  difficulty  in  getting  patients  to  attend  at  the 
Leicester  Infirmary. 

The  scabies  cleansing  centre  in  London  Road  is  functioning 
satisfactorily;  304  new  cases  were  treated  there  during  the  year. 

As  regards  infectious  diseases,  there  has  not  been  much  to 
note;  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Scarlet  Fever 
cases,  mostly  of  mild  type. 

1 am  glad  to  say  that  your  Infantile  Mortality  rate  is  again 
well  on  the  low  side. 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11,882 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  ...  34,430 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1944)  according  to 

the  rate  books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11,013 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £190,853 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £756 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total  Male 

Female 

Live  Births 

• ••  753 

39i 

362 

Birth  rate  21.9  per 

Legitimate 

...  698 

368 

330 

1,000  of  the  estimated 

Illegitimate 

• ••  55 

23 

32 

resident  population 

Still  Births 

...  27 

16 

11 

Legitimate 

...  23 

15 

8 

Illegitimate 

4 

1 

3 

Rate  (still  births)  per 

1,000 

total  (live 

and  still  births)  34.6. 

•1 

Total  Male  Female 

Deaths  ...  335  171  164  Death  rate  9.7  per 

1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the 
Registrar  General’s  short  lisL) : 

No.  29,  Puerperal  sepsis o Rate  per  1,000  total 

No.  30,  Other  puerperal  causes  ...  1 live  births  1.3 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  27.9 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 28.6 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 18.2 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 50 

,,  ,,  Measles  ,,  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  ,,  2 

, , Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  1 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

1.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 

(See  beginning  of  Report). 

2.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  following  examinations  from  the  area  were  carried  out 


at  the  County  Laboratory,  8 St.  Martin’s  Lane: 

Sputa  for  T.B.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  231 

Milk  examinations  (bacteriological)  ...  ...  ...  159 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

Urine  (general  and  bacteriological)  ...  33 

Urine  for  T.B.  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Phosphatase  test  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Blood  for  Wassermann  test  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Sewage  and  Water  Analyses  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Films  for  Gonococci  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 

Diphtheria  Immunisation.  The  percentage  of  children 
immunised,  based  on  the  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 
for  the  respective  age  groups  at  Mid-1944,  was  as  follows:  Under 
the  age  of  5 years — 58.63 ; Over  5 years  but  under  15  years — 77-89. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  1944 


Disease 

Total  cases 
notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

'129 

122 

0 

Diptheria 

12 

34 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

103 

1 

2 

Measles 

249 

3 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

2 

2 

0 

Acute  Pneumonia 

22 

6 

6 

Cerebrospinal  Fever  ... 

1 

9 

1 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

0 

Erysipelas 

8 

6 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . . 

2 

1 

0 

AGE  GROUPS  AND  SEX 


Scarlet 

Diphth 

eria 

Whooping 

M 

easles 

Acute 

Age 

F 

M 

ever 

F 

M 

F 

Co 

M 

ugh 

F 

M 

F 

Poliomyelitis 

M F 

O 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

7 

7 

4 

— — 

I 

9 

4 

3 

— 

l6 

13 

27 

21 

— I 

3 

9 

18 

2 

8 

*5 

25 

36 

— _ 

5 

35 

4 1 

I 

I 

20 

12 

64 

63 

— — 

10 

4 

6 

3 

I 

2 

— 

— 

I 

I 

l5 

I 

2 

1 

— 

I 

• — 



25 

and  over 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

Total  : 

58 

7 1 

7 

5 

56 

47 

124 

125 

1 1 

Pneumonia 

Dysentery 

Cerebro  S.  F. 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Age 

M 

F 

M F 

M F 

M 

F 

F 

O 

3 

I 

— — 

— I 

— 

— 

— 

5 

I 

3 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

3 

4 

— — 

— — 

— 

I 

2 

45 

6 

I 

I — 

— — 

2 

3 



65 

and  over 

— 

— 

— — 

— — 

2 

— 

— 

Total  : 

13 

9 

I — 

I 

4 

4 

2 
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The  distribution  of  these  diseases  in  the  area  were  as  follows: 


Cough 


Scarlet 
Diptheria 
Whooping 
Measles 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Pneumonia 

C.S.F 

Dysentery 
Erysipelas 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 


Hinckley 

47 

4 

55 

179 

1 

8 

1 


0 

1 


Harwell 

ib 

2 

6 


Earl 

Shilton 

42 

2 

37 

4 

1 

7 


Burbage 

24 

6 

9 

60 


Stoke 

Golding 


TUBERCULOSIS 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  62  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  1925. 


NEW  CASES  OF  MORTALITY  1944 


Age 

Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

I 

I 

I 

2 

I 

1 

n 

I 

5 

I 

4 

2 

2 

•5 

I 

9 

I 

I 

I 

2 

I 

25 

6 

4 

I 

I 

35 

4 

4 

I 

3 

I 

45 

4 

2 

I 

2 

55 

65  and 
upwards 

I 

I 

I 

Totals 

18 

20 

IO 

5 

7 

5 

n 

4 

32  of  these  new  cases  occurred  in  Hinckley;  7 in  Barwell;  5 
in  Earl  Shilton  and  9 in  Burbage. 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Donnell, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June  14th,  1945. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hinckley  Urban  District 

Council 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  upon  the 
administration  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Department. 

The  Health  and  Sanitary  Committee  acted  upon  my  report 
of  last  year  and  instructed  me  to  report  to  them  regarding  the 
possibility  of  obtaining  temporary  qualified  assistance.  Eventually, 
it  was  decided  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the  return  of  the  Deputy 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  had  been  overseas  for  four  years 
and  was  expecting  to  return  to  England.  The  Senior  Regional 
Medical  Officer  was  asked  to  support  our  application;  he  did  so, 
and  after  alternating  periods  of  optimism  or  pessimism  according 
to  the  widely  differing  contents  of  the  letters  received,  I am  pleased 
to  say  he  was  temporarily  discharged  and  resumed  duty  on  April 
qth,  1945. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  report,  the  standard  of  inspections 
has  been  maintained,  those  made  in  connection  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  are  slightly  down,  but  they 
are  offset  by  those  made  in  connection  with  the  Rats  and  Mice 
(Destruction)  Act  and  in  the  making  of  the  survey  as  directed  by 
the  Ministry  of  Food. 

The  urgent  need  for  housing  accommodation  has  been 
responsible  for  allowing  properties  which  formerly  had  been 
unoccupied  for  years  to  be  re-used  as  dwelling-houses.  Several  of 
these  were  much  below  standard  and  had  been  left  unused  owing 
to  them  either  being  incapable  of  being  made  “fit”  or  the  cost  of 
performing  the  works  to  make  them  “fit”  was  not  regarded  as  a 
reasonable  proposition  by  the  owners.  To  meet  this  urgent  need 
and  in  view  of  the  shortage  of  labour  and  materials,  our  standard 
of  fitness  for  dwelling  houses  had  to  be  relaxed  and  may  well 
be  regarded  as  one  of  the  war  casualties. 

This,  however,  can  now  be  regarded  as  a passing  phase  and 
in  view  of  the  attention  being  focussed  on  Housing  by  the  govern- 
ment and  the  public,  I anticipate  when  the  general  shortage  of 
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accommodation  is  being  met  a much  enhanced  standard  of  fitness 
will  be  required  and  attained. 

Some  of  the  essential  facilities  which  I hope  will  be  supported 
in  this  future  standard  are:  the  provision  of  a bathroom,  a hot 
and  cold  water  supply,  a well  lighted  and  ventilated  food  store 
and  adequate  fuel  storage  accommodation. 

I wish  to  again  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  and  officers 
of  the  Council  for  their  support  and  co-operation  and  to  my  staff 
for  their  readiness  to  perform  any  additional  duties  which  they 
were  called  upon  to  do  throughout  the  year. 

I beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

E.  Melson, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

19th  June,  1945. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

QUALITY 

Approximately  sixty  per  cent  of  the  water  is  from  a deep  well 
and  borehole  at  Snareston  and  forty  per  cent  from  a reservoir 
supply. 

SUFFICIENCY 

To  increase  the  amount  of  water  available  an  arrangement 
u’as  made  with  the  Leicester  and  Nuneaton  Corporations  to  secure 
an  additional  quantity  of  water  over  and  above  that  already 
contracted  for. 

The  obtainment  of  this  water  prevented  the  supply  having 
to  be  cut  off  for  a number  of  hours  per  day  throughout  the  summer. 

In  November  1943,  application  was  made  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  for  permission  to  purchase  200,000  gallons  of  water  per 
day  from  Chilcote. 

Permission  to  advertise  for  tenders  was  received  in  March 
1944,  a tender  was  accepted  in  April  1944'  anc^  work  was 
commenced  in  October  1944. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  about  half  of  the  required  quantity 
of  pipes  had  been  laid. 
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EXAMINATION  OF  WATER 


A sample  of  town  water  was  collected  from  the  tap  at  9 
Station  Road,  Hinckley,  and  submitted  for  examination.  The 
analyst’s  report  being  as  follows: 


Date  received 

Appearance  in  2 foot  tube 
Odour 

Reaction  ... 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia  ... 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 
(Equal  to  Chloride  of  Sodium) 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 
Coliform  organisms  absent  from  10  c.cs. 

Remarks:  The  analysis  shows  this  to  be  a good  water, 
suitable  for  drinking. 

(Signed)  J.  A.  Fairer, 
County  Medical  Officer. 


4/1/44 

Clear 

Nil 

Faintly  alkaline 

0.003 

0.002 

3-0 

4.0 

Practically  nil 


A sample  of  Leicester  water  which  is  supplied  to  the  Council 
via  Nuneaton  was  examined  bacteriologically  and  the  analyst’s 
report  is  set  out  below. 

Date  received  ...  ...  ...  28/1/44 

Colony  Count  of  Bacteria  per  c.c.  Presumptive 
at  370  C.,  and  at  20°  C.  ...  Coli-Aerogenes  Test 
13  24  ...  Absent  from  100  c.c. 

Streptococci  are  absent  from  500  c.c.  and  the  spores  of  B. 
Welc'hii  from  100  c.c. 


HARDNESS  OF  SUPPLY 

The  deep  well  water  is  very  hard  and  the  water  obtained 
from  Leicester  via  Nuneaton  is  also  hard. 

There  appears  to  be  no  likelihood  of  plumbo-solvency  being 
set  up. 

ACTION  IN  RESPECT  OF  ANY  FORM  OF  CONTAMINATION 

The  three  samples  of  the  piped  water  supplies  were  satisfactory. 
Ten  samples  were  taken  from  well  or  spring  supplies,  nine 
being  declared  unfit  for  drinking. 

One  well  was  closed  and  a piped  supply  obtained. 

Two  wells  were  cleaned  out. 
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Negotiations  have  been  in  hand  for  some  time  to  get  a piped 
supply  for  the  premises  where  the  six  remaining  unsatisfactory 
samples  were  collected  from. 

These  premises  are  all  outlying  dairy  farms  and  assisted 
schemes  under  the  War  Agricultural  Committee  jurisdiction  are 
being  prepared.  Although  some  of  these  schemes  have  been  in 
hand  a considerable  time,  none,  to  my  knowledge,  have  yet  been 
completed  in  the  district. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Surveyor  and  Waterworks  Engineer  for 
the  information  from  his  annual  report  which  I have  set  out  under 
Sufficiency  and  for  the  report  upon  the  bacteriological  examination 
of  the  Leicester  water. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  SUPPLY 


Percentage  of  dwelling- 
houses  obtaining  water 
supply 

From  town  mains  direct  to  houses  . . 

9T4i 

From  town  mains  to  external  standpost  . . 

5.08 

From  wells  or  springs 

I-5I 

Percentage  of  Popula- 

tion  obtaining  water 

supply 

From  town  mains  direct  to  household  . . 

93.08 

From  town  mains  to  external  standpost  . . 

5-25 

From  wells  or  springs 

1.67 

TYPE  OF  SUPPLY 

The  supply  is  constant  in  all  parts  of  the  district. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

No  extensions  of  any  works  of  sewerage  or  sewage  disposal 
were  performed  during  the  year. 

One  cesspool  and  one  filter  plant  were  constructed  during  the 
year,  both  at  farm  premises. 

During  the  year  trouble  was  experienced  with  blocked  sewers 
and  drains  in  the  portion  of  Coventry  Road,  over  the  canal  bridge, 
where  the  pumping  plant  appears  to  be  inadequate. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 

The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was : 

Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Pail-closets  ...  ...  ...  235 

Water-closets  ...  ...  ...  9,447 

Six  water-closets  were  provided  to  replace  pail  closets. 

The  number  of  water-closets  in  the  town  9,447  as  against  8,138 
in  last  year’s  report  is  a revised  figure. 

Attention  was  drawn  to  the  appreciable  difference  between  the 
number  of  houses  and  the  number  of  W.C.’s  when  last  year’s 
report  was  being  considered  by  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Committee. 
The  1943  report  figure  was  obtained  as  the  result  of  corrections 
for  additions  or  deletions  upon  the  figure  found  in  the  1927  report 
when  I took  over.  I have  had  a partial  survey  of  the  district 
made  relating  to  this  position  which  shows  there  are:  39  houses 
where  there  is  1 W.C.  to  3 houses  and  744  houses  where  there  is 
1 W.C.  to  2 houses;  or  2 W.C.’s  to  3 houses. 

To  enable  a conservative  estimate  to  be  made  and  to  remove 
any  excess  of  optimistic  zeal  to  return  a very  satisfactory  figure, 
I have  doubled  the  number  of  houses  sharing  sanitary  accomoda- 
tion, used  in  common  as  revealed  by  partial  survey,  which  gives 
the  figure — 9,447. 

The  Urban  Council  passed  a resolution  that  all  houses  should 
have  separate  sanitary  accommodation  in  1932. 

Slum  Clearance  work  prevented  much  progress  being  made 
in  this  direction  although  a considerable  number  of  the  houses 
included  in  this  category  were  demolished  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Act  1936. 

The  houses  with  sanitary  accommodation  used  in  common  are, 
in  the  main,  included  in  those  scheduled  for  Slum  Clearance  treat- 
ment in  the  future. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

House  refuse  is  collected  by  direct  labour  in  horse  drawn  and 
mechanical  covered  vehicles  and  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping 
at  two  sites  in  the  district. 

The  collection  of  salvage  and  pig  food  together  with  the  labour 
shortage  has  caused  the  collection  of  house  refuse  to  be  interfered 
with.  During  the  winter  months  the  collections  were  approximately 
at  intervals  of  three  weeks. 

Standing  instructions  to  supply  labour  for  this  work  were  passed 
to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  but  during  the  worst  period  of  the  year 
no  suitable  labour  was  available. 

The  Public  Cleansing  service  is  not  under  my  control. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Total  number  of  complaints  received  291 

Total  number  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered  ...  1432 

Nature  of  Inspections: 


Animal  Keeping 
Bakehouses  ... 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
Drainage  Works 
Dwelling-houses  (all  purposes) 
Food  Premises 
Offensive  Trades 
Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 
Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 
Schools 

Shops  ...  ... 

Slaughter-houses  and  Meat 
Inspection 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds,  etc. 
Verminous  Premises  and  Scabies 
Water  Supplies 
Factories  Act 
Other  Premises 

Total  ... 


Inspections  Revisits 


15 

10 

52 

4i 

158 

135 

41 

34 

367 

579 

81 

104 

4 

4 

1055 

378 

19 

8 

11 

2 

10 

13 

477 

15 

7 

19 

139 

27 

8 

3 

26 

45 

811 

151 

3,281 

1.567 

Grand  Total  ...  4,848 


NOTICES 

Preliminary 

Outstanding  on  1st  January 
Issued  during  year 
Complied  with  during  year 
Statutory  action  necessary 
Outstanding  31st  December 

Statutory 

Outstanding  on  1st  January 
Issued  during  year 
Complied  with  during  year 
Oustanding  31st  December 


Housing 

Other 

25 

47 

no 

494 

114 

387 

11 

21 

35 

56 

Housing 

Other 

1 

1 

11 

21 

11 

19 

1 

0 

0 

SUMMARY  ACTION 

Number  of  summonses  issued  during  year  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  convictions  obtained  during  year  ...  ...  5 

A summons  was  taken  out  against  one  owner  of  a house  under 
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the  Bye-laws  made  under  s.  b of  the  Housing  Act  193d  to  remedy 
the  nuisance  from  unwholesome  walls  and  ceilings  in  the  living- 
room  and  scullery. 

I had  been  communicating  with  the  agent  for  this  house  for 
six  months,  having  sent  eleven  letters,  one  copy  of  the  Bye-laws 
and  one  Statutory  Notice  before  laying  the  information. 

The  magistrates  inflicted  the  maximum  penalty  of  £5  and  made 
an  order  for  the  work  to  be  done. 

Two  summonses  were  taken  out  against  an  owner  of  a house, 
one  under  the  Bye-laws  made  under  s.  6 of  the  Housing  Act  193b 
and  one  under  s.  92  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1 93^* » remedy 
nuisances  inside  the  house  from  unwholesome  walls  and  ceilings, 
dilapidated  floors  and  door  and  staircase  woodwork. 

In  this  case  1 had  been  dealing  with  the  owner  or  her  repre- 
sentatives for  the  abatement  of  extremely  unsatisfactory  conditions 
for  a period  of  one  year  and  three  weeks.  Within  this  period  I 
interviewed  them  four  times,  nine  letters  were  sent  to  them,  six 
by  me  and  three  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Council  and  two  Statutory 
notices  were  served. 

The  magistrates,  not  the  same  as  those  who  ajudicated  in 
the  previous  case,  inflicted  a fine  of  £2  on  each  summons  and 
made  an  order  for  the  work  to  be  done  in  one  month. 

It  will  be  apparent  to  any  unbiassed  person  that  resort  to 
legal  proceedings  is  not  made  until  reasonable  time  and  allowances 
have  been  made  to  ensure  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  etc.,  in 
these  difficult  times. 

Summonses  were  taken  out  against  a dairy  farmer  and  his 
wife  for  causing  or  permitting  milk  to  be  conveyed  in  an  unclean 
vehicle,  it  had  been  used  for  transporting  pig  swill  without  being 
washed,  contrary  to  article  33  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  192b. 

The  farmer  was  fined  50/-  and  the  case  against  his  wife  was 
dismissed  on  payment  of  costs. 


SHOPS 

Action  Taken 


Outstanding  from 
previous  year 

Defects 

found 

Defects 

remedied 

Outstanding 

31st  Dec. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  ... 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Temperature 

I 

— 

I 

— 

Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Washing  Facilities 

— 

1 

— 

r 

23  inspections  were  made  at  10  shops  relating 
to  the  various  provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts. 
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TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS 

2b  inspections  were  made  relating  to  six  vans  or  sheds.  In 
three  instances  the  van  was  removed  to  abate  the  contravention 
and  in  one  instance,  sanitary  accommodation  was  provided  and 
a wholesome  water  supply  arranged  to  enable  the  Council  to  grant 
a temporary  licence. 

One  shed  has  been  removed  from  land  oft  Sapcote  Road, 
Burbage. 

There  are  three  licensed  vans  in  the  district. 

No  licences  have  been  issued  for  camping  sites. 

REGULATED  BUILDINGS 

There  is  no  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  district. 

CANAL  BOATS 

Although  no  definite  inspections  have  been  made  on  the  canal 
banks,  observations  have  been  made  for  boats  when  passing  and 
the  canal  appears  to  have  very  little  boat  traffic. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  are  two  tripe-dressers  in  the  district;  their  premises  are 
fair  and  they  are  kept  in  a fair  condition. 

8 inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and  5 contraventions 
were  abated. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Fifty-six  observations  and  inspections  were  made  on  chimney 
stacks  in  connection  with  fourteen  premises. 

Nine  nuisances  were  discovered,  seven  being  abated  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Four  unabated  nuisances  at  the  end  of  last  year  were  abated 
during  this  year. 

The  seven  nuisances  from  this  year’s  observations  were  abated 
by  the  following  action : 

Draught  stabilising  plate  fixed  in  main  flue. 

Automatic  stoker  fixed. 

Supplementary  hand  firing  ceased. 

Additional  boiler  put  into  commission. 

New  chimney  stack  erected. 

Use  of  boiler  ceased. 

Increased  care  in  stoking. 

Two  of  the  most  serious  nuisances  were  from  plants  where  the 
occupiers  had  reduced  the  area  of  the  boiler  fire  grate  to  save 
fuel,  but  in  doing  so,  seemed  to  have  upset  the  proper  combustion 
of  fuel,  as  in  one  instance  we  had  lots  of  black  to  dark  grey  smoke 
emitted  and  in  the  other,  considerable  quantities  of  soot  emitted. 

In  both  cases  the  nuisances,  for  the  time  being,  have  been 
abated. 
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ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

One  Council  house  and  sixteen  privately  owned  houses  were 
found  to  be  infested.  All  the  houses  were  fumigated  with  Lawes 
special  sulphur  blocks  and  sprayed  with  either — Lawvercide  or 
Zaldecide  liquid  insecticides. 

Where  visits  are  made  for  vermin  infestation,  including  scabies, 
advice  is  given  and  wherever  possible  visits  are  maintained  until 
such  advice  is  acted  upon  by  the  occupier  of  the  premises  concerned. 

Ninety-live  inspections  were  made  relating  to  verminous 
premises  during  the  year — 46  of  these  being  when  the  general 
assistant  visited  to  fumigate  or  spray. 

SCHOOLS 

One  school  was  disinfected  during  the  year. 

All  thirteen  elementary  schools  in  the  district  were  inspected 
relating  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  floors  and  to  the  condition  of 
the  sanitary  accommodation.  The  items  requiring  attention  were 
completed  at  all  schools  but  one,  where  certain  cleansing  works 
were  done. 

The  structural  items  being  left  owing  to  the  possibility  of  a 
revised  building,  etc.,  and  to  the  absence  of  funds.  It  being  under- 
stood the  work  w'ould  be  done  during  the  following  summer. 


HOUSING 


No.  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  ...  Nil 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


1 — INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts) 178 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  404 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions 1925  and  1932  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  178 


2—  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT 

SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES: 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  163 

3—  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR: 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936 : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  11 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
lit  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  by  owners-  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  n and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act  1936: 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act 
1936: 

(1)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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4 — HOUSING  ACT,  1936— PART  IV— OVERCROWDING: 


(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  17 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  17 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  145 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  14 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 


Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Sanitary  Inspector  may 
consider  it  desirable  to  report  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


HOUSING.  GENERAL  REMARKS 

The  housing  conditions  in  the  district,  as  in  almost  every  other 
district,  have  deteriorated  considerably.  Houses  which  were 
scheduled  as  unfit  for  habitation  from  1935  onwards  are  still  in 
use  and  any  repairs  being  performed  are  of  an  ameliorative  nature 
only. 

Whilst  no  new  cases  of  overcrowding  have  come  to  my  notice, 
a considerable  number  of  the  houses  in  the  district  are  now  being 
occupied  by  two  or  more  families.  They  are  not  legally  over- 
crowded, mainly  because  of  the  very  low  standard  set  by  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

During  the  year  I performed  a rapid  survey  of  the  houses 
in  the  district  to  enable  me  to  report  to  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Committee  of  the  number  of  houses  likely  to  be  required 
during  the  next  fifty  years  to  rehouse  persons  dispossessed 
following  Slum  Clearance  action.  As  a result  of  this  survey  together 
with  the  result  of  the  survey  performed  in  the  outer  wards  of  the 
district  during  1936-37,  I have  to  report  there  are  likely  to  be 
1,152  houses  which  will  need  scheduling  for  treatment  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  This  number  is  based  on  a 
standard  slightly  better  than  the  pre-war  one,  but  still  within  the 
compass  of  the  requirements  of  the  existing  Housing  Acts. 

In  considering  this  figure,  it  should  be  remembered  that  the 
five  year  programme  of  Slum  Clearance  formulated  in  Hinckley 
in  1932  relating  to  over  400  houses  was  completed  by  1936  and 
a small  portion  only  of  the  programme  formulated  in  1936-37  for 
the  outer  wards  was  performed  at  Stoke  Golding. 
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DEFENCE  GENERAL  REGULATIONS  1939 

Licences  have  been  renewed  for  the  temporary  occupation  of 
four  houses. 

SWIMMING  BATH 

The  covered  swimming  bath  is  owned  by  the  Council  and 
a Royles  filtration  and  chlorination  plant  is  installed. 

One  sample  of  water  was  taken  and  submitted  to  the  County 
Health  Dept,  for  bacteriological  analysis. 

The  analyst  reported  that : Coliform  organisms  were  absent 
from  io  c.c.s. 

INSPECTION  and  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

MILK  SUPPLY 

Cowkeepers : 

No.  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

No.  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  250 

Dairymen  or  Purveyors  of  Milk  (other  than  Cowkeepers) : 

No.  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

No.  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

(The  number  of  persons  purveying  milk  in  the  district  under 
present  war-time  conditions  is  52). 


Total  Contraventions 


Outstanding  from 
1943 

Found  daring 
year 

Remedied 
during  year 

Outstanding  on 
Dec.  31st 

Cleansing 

33 

146 

142 

37 

Structural  Alterations  ... 

4 

5 

7 

2 

Utensils  ... 

3 • 

2 

5 

nil 

Other 

18 

18 

31 

5 

Total 

58 

171 

00 

Cm 

44 

During  the  year  the  drainage  was  reconstructed  at  two  farms 
and  the  owners  of  six  dairy  farms  agreed  to  have  town  water  laid 
on  to  their  premises  subject  to  a grant  being  obtained  towards 
the  cost 
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MILK  SAMPLES 

139  samples  of  milk  were  taken,  116  for  the  normal  milk 
examination  and  23  for  the  biological  examination. 

The  result  of  the  samples-  is  set  out  in  the  following  tables: 


No.  of  Samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

M.B. 

B.  Coli. 

M B. 

B.  Coli. 

Tuberculin  Tested  ... 

5 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Non-designated 

95 

87 

92 

8 

3 

Total  ... 

IOO 

92 

97 

8 

3 

Heat  Treated  Milk 


No.  of 

Phosphatase 

Deferred  M.B. 

Plate 

Count 

Samples 

test 

test 

Sats: 

Uns: 

Sats: 

Uns: 

Sats. 

Uns: 

Pasturised 

15 

13 

— 

0 

2 

6 

— 

Sterilised... 

1 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

The  “Deferred  Methylene  Blue’’  test,  or  as  it  is  sometimes 
termed  the  “Half-hour  Keeping  Quality  Test’’,  was  introduced 
during  the  year  and  supersedes  the  plate  count  test.  The  test 
aims  at  ascertaining  the  keeping  quality  of  milk  under  circum- 
stances approximative  to  those  under  which  milk  is  kept  in  the 
average  household. 

The  sample  is  stored  in  the  laboratory  for  24  hours  from  time 
of  receipt  at  room  temperature  and  at  the  end  of  this  period  is 
subjected  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test.  To  satisfy  the  test  the 
milk  must  not  decolourise  the  Methylene  Blue  in  less  than  30 
minutes. 

It  is  a practical  test  and  one  which,  in  my  opinion,  should 
be  applied  to  all  milks  and  not  only  to  heat-treated  milks  as  it 
does  at  present. 


BIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK 


No.  of  Samples 

Negative 

Positive 

For  Biological 

23 

20 

Examination 

3 

Information  relating  to  the  three  positive  samples  was  passed 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  then  passes  it 
to  the  Divisional  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries. 


20 


In  two  of  the  cases  after  further  group  samples  were  taken 
by  the  Veterinary  Inspectors  of  the  Ministry,  the  samples  were 
certified  as  non-tuberculous.  The  first  interim  report  was  received 
relating  to  the  third  positive  sample  but  no  further  report  had 
been  received  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  view  of  the  apparent  inability  of  the  authorities  to  prevent 
the  movement  of  animals  from  herds  or  to  compulsorily  require  the 
milk  from  herds  to  be  made  safe  by  heat-treatment  during  the 
period  between  the  receipt  of  information  that  a sample  of  bulked 
milk  from  a herd  was  positive  and  to  the  time  when  the  affected 
animal  or  animals  had  been  identified  and  removed,  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  Committee  instructed  me  not  to  take  any  more  samples 
for  biological  examination  until  these  points  had  been  dealt  with. 

Legislation  at  present  specifies  any  cow,  whereas  the  bulked 
samples  are  from  a herd  of  cows. 

The  cost  of  sampling  the  milk  from  individual  cows  would 
mount  up  to  a prohibitive  sum  during  a year  and  where  a bulk 
sample  is  declared  positive  it  would  appear  to  be  elementary 
common  sense  that  the  milk  from  the  herd  should  be  rendered 
safe  for  consumption  by  some  form  of  heat  treatment  until  the 
affected  cow,  or  cows,  had  been  identified  and  removed. 

This  could  easily  be  arranged  and  as  finance  seems  to  be 
regarded  in  this  direction  as  more  important  than  protecting  the 
public  health,  I can  state  the  payment  for  milk  sold  wholesale  for 
heat  treatment  is  the  same  as  that  for  the  raw  milk  market. 

The  Minister  of  Food  has  power  under  the  Defence  General 
Regulations  to  make  it  compulsory  for  milk  to  be  heat-treated  in 
populous  areas  and  he  also  has  power  to  authorise  the  use  and 
operation  of  heat-treating  plants.  One  plant  in  the  district,  the 
licensed  pasteurising  plant,  has  received  an  authorisation  from  the 
Ministry  of  Food. 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULATIONS,  1936  to  1941 

The  following  licences  were  granted : 

One  Tuberculin  Tested  dealer. 

One  Tuberculin  Tested  supplementary. 

One  to  Pasteurise  Milk. 

Two  Pasteurised  dealers,  and 

One  Pasteurised  supplementary. 

The  licensed  Pasteurising  Dairy  has  a modern  A.P.V.  plant, 
on  the  Holder  principle,  with  a capacity  of  1,400  gallons  per  day 
at  its  present  periods  of  operation. 

The  thermographs  were  put  in  order  by  the  specialist  firms 
but  the  automatic  gear  turning  apparatus  for  the  holder  tank  was 
not  repaired. 
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As  a check  upon  the  adequate  pasteurisation  of  the  milk, 
thirteen  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Phosphatase  test 
and  all  were  satisfactory  and  placed  in  Group  i. 

There  are  no  other  plants  in  the  district  for  heat-treating  milk. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

There  is  one  regional  slaughter-house  in  the  area. 


Number  of  animals  slaughtered  in  regional  slaughter-house  ...  8804 

Number  of  animals  examined  in  regional  slaughter-house  ...  8804 

Number  of  animals  slaughtered  elsewhere  (cottagers’  pigs)  ...  234 

Number  of  animals  examined  elsewhere  (cottagers’  pigs)  ...  26 

Number  of  inspections  of  meat  at  time  of  slaughter  ...  ...  407 


There  are  no  Knackers  Yards  in  the  district. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

!532. 

814 

1555 

6198 

260 

8804 

Number  inspected 

>532 

814 

1555 

6198 

260 

8804 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

H 

2 

19 

Total 
weight 
in  lbs. 

8671 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 

demned 

264 

180 

8 

1245 

41 

13761 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis ... 

1 7'6 

23-46 

•64 

20  39 

r5'76 

Com- 
bined 
totel 
in  lbs. 

22432 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

l6 

27 

2 

2 

Total 
weight 
in  lbs. 

26454 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 

demned 

228 

255 

IO 

— 

7 

24Q23 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

15-92 

34'64 

•77 

— 

7‘3° 

Com- 
bined 
total 
in  lbs. 

51377 
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CONDEMNED  MEAT 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned,  surrendered  and  disposed 
of  for  purposes  other  than  human  consumption  was:  32  tons  19 
cwts.  1 lb. — as  compared  with  23  tons  13  cwts.  1 qtr.  5 lbs.  last  year. 

The  number  of  cows  examined  was  814  compared  with  607 
during  last  year  although  the  percentage  of  cows  found  to  be 
affected  with  Tuberculosis  after  post-mortem  examination  was  34.64 
this  year  compared  with  47.11  last  year. 

The  carcase  and  offal  of  45  animals  was  condemned  owing  to 
Tuberculosis  and  of  39  animals  owing  to  various  other  diseases 
or  diseased  conditions. 

Of  this  number  27  of  those  condemned  for  Tuberculosis  were 
cows  and  14  of  those  condemned  for  other  diseases,  etc.,  were  cows. 

A considerable  quantity  of  various  foodstuffs  was  examined, 
surrendered  and  suitably  disposed  of.  , 


SUSPECTED  FOOD  POISONING 

One  case  of  suspected  food  poispning  was  investigated  following 
a report  that  thirteen  people  had  been  ill  after  eating  tinned 
tongue.  The  unconsumed  portions  of  the  tongue,  2|  lbs.,  was 
submitted  to  Dr.  Knox  at  the  Emergency  Public  Health  laboratory 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  the  retailer  who  had  one  6 
lb.  unopened  tin  from  the  same  batch  agreed  to  withhold  it  from 
sale  until  this  examination  had  been  completed. 

Dr.  Knox  reported  that  the  meat  contained  7,000  organisms 
per  gramme,  mainly  staphylococci  and  that  tinned  meats  should 
give  sterile  cultures,  although  it  must  be  remembered  the  meat 
had  been  handled,  wrapped  in  paper  and  it  was  impossible  to 
say  with  certainty  whether  the  organisms  were  present  before  the 
tin  was  opened. 

Upon  receiving  this  report,  the  retailer  agreed  for  me  to  have 
the  unopened  tin  examined.  This  was  reported  as  sterile  and 
bacteriologically  satisfactory. 

The  affected  people  all  recovered  in  periods  varying  from  one 
to  ten  days. 
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SLAUGHTER-HOUSES 

Fourteen  slaughter-houses  were  licensed  for  one  year  subject 
to  the  same  condition  as  specified  in  previous  years  under  s.  57 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Apart  from  the  regional  slaughter-house,  the  other  slaughter- 
houses were  only  occasionally  used  for  the  slaughter  of  cottagers 
pigs. 

In  almost  every  case  these  slaughter-houses  are  situated  in 
congested  yards. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

FOOD  PREMISES,  MEAT  SHOPS,  MEAT  STORES,  ETC. 

221  inspections  were  made. 

27  contraventions  relating  to  limewashing  were  found. 

17  contraventions  relating  to  absence  of  cleansing  were  found. 
5 contraventions  relating  to  structural  items  were  found. 

5 nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Act  were  found. 

31  contraventions  were  abated  during  the  year,  plus 
10  contraventions  abated  from  1943. 

14  contraventions  were  unabated  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

One  new  food  room  was  built  at  a fish  and  chipped  potato 
friers  premises. 

A small  combined  food  preparing  room  and  potato  store  has 
been  designed  and  submitted  to  the  occupiers  of  fried  fish  and 
chipped  potato  premises  whose  existing  preparing  accommodation 
is  unsatisfactory.  Two  premises  to  this  design  have  been  built 
and  instructions  have  been  given  for  a third  one  to  be  built. 

BAKEHOUSES 

93  inspections  were  made  on  22  premises. 

24  contraventions  were  found. 

12  relating  to  the  need  for  limewashing. 

8 relating  to  the  absence  of  proper  cleanliness. 

2 relating  to  the  maintenance  of  correct  records  in  the  general 
register. 

2 nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Act  were  found. 

18  contraventions  were  abated,  plus 
7 contraventions  abated  from  1943. 
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One  bakehouse  was  being  improved  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
the  walls  were  being  tiled,  new  ceilings  put  up,  and  a landing 
which  acted  as  a dust  trap  was  being  removed. 

Several  of  the  bakehouses  are  very  old  and  of  a low  structural 
standard. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

83  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  to  25  factories. 

The  following  contraventions  were  found : 

19  relating  to  sanitary  accommodation, 

3 relating  to  lighting  of  sanitary  accommodation, 

4 relating  to  washing  facilities  and 
2 relating  to  other  structural  items. 

13  of  these  contraventions  had  been  abated  at  the  end  of 
the  year  and  2 contraventions  were  abated  from  inspections  made 
in  1943. 

SCABIES 

95  inspections  were  made  to  premises  in  connection  with 
Scabies. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

166  investigations  were  made  concerning  infectious  disease. 

MILLBANK  PORTABLE  HOT-AIR  DISINFESTOR 

This  plant  was  run  for  107  hours  during  the  year.  All  the 
blankets  and  palliasses  used  at  the  reception  centres  for  the  evacuees 
from  London  were  treated  during  July  and  August. 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT  1919,  and  INFESTATION 
ORDER,  1943 

A full  time  Rodent  Operator  was  appointed  in  February  and 
his  first  duty  was  to  complete  the  survey  which  had  been 
commenced  by  the  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  during 
August  1943. 

This  survey  was  necessary  to  comply  with  the  direction  issued 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food  on  30th  June,  1943. 

The  whole  town  was  surveyed,  particular  attention  being  given 
to  premises  likely  to  attract  or  harbour  rats,  these  included  tips, 
food  premises,  slaughter-houses,  piggeries  and  poultry  pens,  etc. 


25 


Where  there  were  any  signs  or  indications  of  infestation  the  premises 
were  fully  investigated. 

The  number  of  premises  so  investigated  ...  ...  946 

The  number  of  premises  infested  with  rats  or  mice  ...  589 

The  type  of  infestation  was:  Major  Primary  Heavy  2 

Major  Primary  Light  16 

Minor  ...  ...  ...  571 

The  term  “Major  Primary  Heavy’’  indicates  an  infestation 
of  from  50  to  100  rats,  “Major  Primary  Light’’  an  infestation  of 
from  20  to  50  rats  and  “Minor’’  has  been  used  as  the  classification 
for  any  infestation  varying  from  20  or  so  rats  to  the  odd  one  or 
two  which  are  found  around  poultry  pens,  or  dwelling-houses. 

With  very  few  exceptions  the  whole  of  the  infestations  which 
were  found  had  been  abated  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  Major 
Primary  Heavy  infestations  were  at  the  Burbage  refuse  tip  and 
the  bone  store  at  the  Hinckley  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  Both 
infestations  were  dealt  with  and  remained  clear  for  some  time 
only  for  reinfestation  to  take  place.  The  Burbage  tip  site  is  now 
full  and  the  infestation  has  been  abated.  Better  methods  of  bone 
storage  have  been  provided  at  the  Hinckley  works  and  this  infesta- 
tion is  being  kept  well  in  hand. 

The  Council  confirmed  the  following  scale  of  charges  for  the 
removal  of  infestations  by  the  rodent  operator: 

(a)  Where  rodent  operator  deals  with  infestation, 

provides  and  lays  bait  and  loans  equipment  ...  3/6  per  hour 

(b)  Where  gas  is  used  and  rodent  operator  has  an 

assistant  working  with  him  ...  ...  ...  5/6  per  hour 

The  time  charged  to  be  the  actual  time  on  the  job  and  no 
charge  to  be  made  for  preliminary  investigations. 

(By  experience  it  has  been  found  that  the  small  infestations 
usually  found  around  dwelling-houses  have  been  dealt  with  at  a 
cost  of  2/6.) 

The  Act  and  Order  place  the  liability  for  dealing  with 
infestations  upon  the  occupier  of  the  premises  concerned  and  it 
has  been  my  aim  to  get  our  charges  as  low  as  possible  to  encourage 
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occupiers  to  make  the  maximum  use  of  our  service  in  this  direction. 

Regarding  factory  premises,  the  Committee  and  Council 
confirmed  my  proposals  to  accept  contracts  for  one  year  to  deal 
with  any  infestation  of  rats  or  mice  found  thereon.  From  May 
to  the  end  of  the  year  contracts  had  been  fixed  up  for  18  factories. 

SURVEY  OF  SEWERS 

The  sewer  manholes  throughout  the  whole  of  the  district  were 
surveyed  by  the  rodent  operator  and  the  general  assistant.  The 
survey  revealed  evidence  of  rat  infestation  in  almost  two-thirds 
of  the  man-holes,  the  infestations  appearing  to  be  of  the  minor 
secondary  type  with  a few  exceptions. 

The  removal  of  the  manhole  covers  was  difficult;  this  fact, 
together  with  the  extent  of  the  infestation,  influenced  me  to  have 
the  poison  bait  put  on  the  benches  forthwith,  rather  than  pre-baiting 
for  three  or  four  days  before  poisoning. 

The  survey  and  baiting  took  place  between  March  16th  and 
May  19th,  four  ounces  of  sausage  rusk  and  zinc  phosphide  bait 
being  placed  in  each  manhole. 

364  manholes  were  examined  and  225  were  found  to  be 
infested.  At  the  second  inspection  of  the  manholes  135  were  found 
to  show  signs  of  infestation  and  229  were  clear.  Baiting  was 
again  performed. 

The  number  of  dead  rats  seen  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
on  the  screens  has  not  been  recorded  but  after  storms,  when  the 
sewers  have  been  well  flushed,  they  have  counted  as  many  as  26 
on  one  day  and  the  worker  on  the  screens  informed  me  they  had 
an  average  of  six  each  normal  day  when  baiting  was  in  progress 
and  for  a period  afterwards. 

A full  report  of  the  survey  and  a plan  of  the  district  showing 
the  situation  of  the  infestations  and  infested  lengths  of  sewers  was 
sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  on  21st  September,  1944. 


